[A case of intraoperative pulmonary embolism associated with lupus anticoagulant].
A 51-yr-old woman developed pulmonary embolism while undergoing surgery for breast cancer with Auchincloss method. General anesthesia was maintained with propofol and fentanyl. The course of anesthesia and operation were uneventful until the skin was sutured, when unexplained severe circulatory collapse developed. A widely dissociated EtCO2-PaCO2 suggested pulmonary embolism. The pulmonary circulation was restored 10 minutes after the start of heparin therapy, and the intravenous heparin administration was continued. The patient was extubated uneventfully 24 hours postoperatively. Lung perfusion scintigrams showed defect in right lower lungs (S 6, S 9). Venograms of the lower extremity disclosed thrombosis of the right popliteal vein. Furthermore, lupus anticoagulant was noted in the serum. Patients with antiphospholipid syndrome often develop pulmonary complications including pulmonary embolism and pulmonary hypertension. Intra-operative pulmonary embolism associated with lupus anticoagulant is a rare case.